
FFASPE Seminary Fellowship 2023
Arrival Day - Friday, 23 June

Program Day 1 - Saturday, 24 June (Berlin): Introduction to FASPE, Programs, & Berlin

Morning

Upon Arrival

3:00-5:00pm

5:30 PM

5:45 PM

6:00-7:00pm

7:00-8:30pm

Session Preparation

6:30 – 8:15am

8:30 AM

9:00 – 9:45am

9:45 – 10:45am Session 1: Nazi Ethics (Interdisciplinary) -- Thorsten Wagner

10:45-11:30am

11:30am-12:15p
m

Session 2: Introduction to Contemporary Germany (Interdisciplinary) --
Thorsten Wagner

Fellows greeted at airport & placed in taxis to hotel
*A local representative with a FASPE sign will meet you at the airport,
escort you to a taxi, and provide a payment voucher

Location: Melia Berlin
Friedrichstraße 103

Please look out for FASPE staff (Rebecca, Thorsten, or Wayne) in the lobby,
and be sure to complete registration with them upon arrival
Hotel will store luggage if check-in is not yet available

Free time to explore Berlin (maps available at hotel)

Check-in at hotel Location: Hotel lobby

Assemble by Location: Hotel lobby

Depart for dinner

Meet & greet drinks

Location:
Hopfingerbräu
(Ebertstraße 24)

Dinner

Breakfast
Location: Melia Berlin
Friedrichstraße 103

Meet in lobby; pick up Whisper Sets and depart hotel Location: Hotel lobby

Location:
Reinhardtstraßen--Höfe
conference center,
room 2a

Location:
Reinhardtstraßen--Höfe
conference center,
room 2a

Short written exercise (to be submitted on Canvas, please bring a device
with you to complete the assignment on.)

Bring your laptop or other device to be able to submit an
assignment online/through Canvas. (Note, if this conflicts
with shabbat observance, we can arrange for you to
complete this prior to the program start.)

Location:
Reinhardtstraßen--Höfe
conference center,
room 2a

small interdisciplinary group

Welcome and Introductions (Interdisciplinary) -- David Goldman, Thorsten
Wagner, Rebecca Scott



12:15 –1:45pm

Session 3 and Lunch: Introduction to FASPE Seminary: Forming and
Becoming a Learning Community - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

2:00 – 5:00pm

5:00 - 6:00pm

6:00-7:00pm

7:15 PM

7:30 PM

Session Preparation

This session continues the introductions to one another and to the FASPE
program begun in our online zoom pre-session. We will begin with a
breath-based centering practice and discussion of how and why we will use
such practices throughout our sessions, drawing on the work of Resmaa
Menakem. Each person will further introduce themselves using the object or
picture brought along as a symbol of an “ethics ancestor” you carry with
you on this trip. We will work through an activity, “Moment of Dissent,”
toward developing a covenant together that expresses the culture of
graceful learning and respectful presence-ing we intend for our group. We’ll
have time for questions and conversations about logistical matters, and
close with the sharing of “hineini texts” (Gil) and “Matthew 25 ethics”
(Joyce).

Location:
Reinhardtstraßen--Höfe
conference center,
room RI

In preparation for this session, make sure you have with
you the photo/object through which you will further
introduce yourself (as discussed in the zoom pre-trip
session). Remember that your “ethics ancestor” could be a
specific person or group of people, or it might be a turning
point event that has formed and informed you. Think
about how you will use that object or photo not to
introduce the group to that other person or event per se,
but rather to facilitate and focus your telling of a 3 minute
story about yourself in light of that person’s impact or that
event’s power in your life.   Resources:

Supplemental (resources related to our session that
Fellows do not have to read before the session but may
choose to if interested):

Menakem, 2017.
                
                ”

Walking tour of Berlin (Interdisciplinary) -- Thorsten Wagner
Return Whisper sets

Location: Outside /
walking tour

Small Interdisciplinary Group Meet up (I)

Location: Fellows to
find location on their
own

Break

Meet in lobby to depart for dinner

Dinner with cohort

Location:

MEDICAL COHORT -
Machiavelli
(Albrechtstraße 13)

SEMINARY COHORT -
acht&dreissig
(Oranienburger Str. 38)

JOURNALISM COHORT -
Sagrantino
(Behrenstraße 47)

Matthew 25: 31-46
Hineni text

Chapter 10 “Your Soul Nerve”
Chapter 11 “Settling and Safeguarding Your Body

Program Day 2 - Sunday, 25 June (Berlin): From Weimar to Sachsenhausen: The rise of new norms and values in Nazi
Germany



6:30 – 8:30am

8:45 AM

9:00 – 10:00am

10:00 – 1:00pm Guided Tour of Sachsenhausen - Sachsenhausen Educators

1:00 – 2:00pm

2:15 – 3:30pm
Session 4: The Transformation of German Society in the 1930s and the
Role of the Professionals - Thorsten Wagner

3:30 – 3:45pm

3:45 – 5:00pm
Session 5: Religious Leaders and Nazi Germany - Thorsten Wagner, Joyce
Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

5:10 PM

5:15-6:15pm

7:15 PM

Session Preparation

6:30 – 7:45am

8:00 AM

8:10 AM

8:15-10:15am

10:30 – 11:45pm Guided Visit of the Memorial Site and Exhibition (Center Educators)

11:45 -12:00pm

12:00 – 12:45pm

Breakfast
Location: Melia Berlin
Friedrichstraße 103

Meet in Hotel Lobby Location: Hotel lobby

Bus ride to Sachsenhausen, context to be provided on the bus

Location: Str. der
Nationen 22, 16515
Oranienburg

Lunch

Location:
Sachsenhausen Cafe (in
the “New Museum”)

Location: Visitor
Information Center -
Einführungsraum

Break

Location: Visitor
Information Center -
Plenarraum

Meet at Bus

Bus ride back to Hotel

Dinner on own in Small Interdisciplinary Groups (II)
Fellows to find location
on their own.

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Meet to depart for Brandenburg Location: Hotel Lobby

Board Bus

Bus to Brandenburg “Euthanasia” Center and Memorial – Context will be
provided on the bus

Location: Nicolaipl.
28/30, 14776
Brandenburg an der
Havel

Self-guided time

Lunch

Location: Brandenburg
Memorial seminar
room

Program Day 3 - Monday, 26 June (Berlin): Normalization and the Gradual Erosion of Ethical Standards



12:45 – 2:15pm

Session 6: "As for me and my household, we will serve.....???  Observing
Professional Ethics in Context - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

2:15-2:30pm

2:30 – 4:00pm

Session 7: The Gradual Erosion or Transformation of Ethical Standards-
Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

4:15 PM

4:30 PM

4:30-6:30pm

7:15 PM

7:30 PM

Session Preparation

6:30 – 8:15am

MEDICAL COHORT

8:30 AM

2:00-3:15pm

SEMINARY COHORT

11:00 AM

11:30-12:30pm
Treason or Tyrannicide? Introduction to the GDW and the 1944 attempt to
assassinate Hitler (Rebecca Scott)

12:00-1:00pm

We will consider the consequences of ethical compromises made by
religious professionals via a contemporary case study in comparison with
historical instances of Protestant Christian responses to the Third Reich.

We will explore through historical examples and social science perspectives
the process by which ethical standards of religious professionals gradually
change.

Location: University for
Medicine, Nicolaiplatz
19, 14770; Room 3
(2nd floor)

Break

Location: University for
Medicine, Nicolaiplatz
19, 14770; Room 3
(2nd floor)

Board bus to return to Berlin

Bus departs for Berlin

Bus to Hotel

Meet in hotel lobby to depart for dinner

Dinner
Location: Nante Eck
(Unter den Linden 35)

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Medical cohort depart for Charité Hospital - Medical

Free time

Meet to depart for The German Resistance Memorial Center (GDW).
(Please eat something prior to coming to tide you over for a late lunch.)

Location:
Stauffenbergstraße 13

Location: Museum
Courtyard

Guided tour Resistance Museum

Victoria Barnett, 2009. "Barmen, the Ecumenical
Movement, and the Jews"

Bandura.Social-Cognitive Theory of Moral Thought and
Action

https://www.thetorah.com/article/was-the-documentary-
hypothesis-tainted-by-wellhausens-antisemitism

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/150072?lang=bi

Program Day 4 - Tuesday, 27 June (Berlin): Site visits by Cohort



1:00-2:00pm

Session 8: Considering Resistance – Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

2:00-3:15pm

JOURNALISM COHORT

2:00-3:15pm

ALL COHORTS

3:15 PM

3:30-6:00pm Ethics and Artistic Representation (Marc Wrasse)

6:00pm -

Session Preparation

6:30-7:30am

7:45 AM

8:00 AM

9:30am-10:45am Introduction & Guided Visit (GHWK educators)

Session 9: profession-specific workshops, offered by GHWK educators

10:45am-11:15am

11:15am-12:30pm

This session considers resistance to evil and moral wrong in one's
professional role--what makes resistance possible, as well as what works
against it. We will discuss historical examples of ethical resistance by
religious professionals/communities, alongside examples compromised
ethical resistance.

Location: Seminar
room

Theological/textual  supports for resistance:
;

 ;

Examples of resistance: German Resistance Memorial
Center, see:

";
.

To watch:
The documentary on Le Chambon, short version 35
minutes.  ( ).

Supplementary:
Chapter 1, "PATHWAYS TO COURAGEOUS RESISTANCE:
ORDINARY PEOPLE, GROUPS, AND
INSTITUTIONS CONFRONT INJUSTICE" pp. 1-20 in
Thalheimer et al., Couragious Resistance.     Paucker, 2005.

Free time and lunch on own

Free time

Meet in front of Neue Nationalgalerie

Location: Neue
Nationalgalerie,
Potsdamer Str. 50,
10785 Berlin

Free time and dinner on own

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Meet in hotel lobby and pick up lunch boxes Location: Hotel Lobby

Board Bus and depart for House of the Wannsee Conference (GHWK)
visiting memorial installation in the Bavarian Quarter en route

Location: Am Großen
Wannsee 56-58

Self-guided time/questions for educators

Location: 2nd Floor

Abraham arguing with God
A Woman Who Argues with Jesus
Why We Went

17.1 "Resistance by Jews
5 "Resistance Out of Christian Faith"

"Weapons of the Spirit"

"German Jews in the Resistance 1933-1945: The Facts and
the Problems"

Program Day 5 - Wednesday,  28 June (Berlin): Role Morality and Competing Obligations



12:30pm-2:00pm Lunch [staggered timing to avoid all three groups going at the same time]

2:00-2:30pm

2:30pm-4:00pm Session 10:  (Interdisciplinary 1)

4:00 PM

4:30pm-5:15pm

5:15 PM

5:45-7:15pm

7:15 PM

7:30 PM

Session Preparation

6:30 – 8:30am

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

10:00 – 11:15am
Guided introduction to Topography of Terror – Topography of Terror
Educators

11:15 – 12:30pm

Session 11:  Creating/Destroying the Other  –  Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

Break, time to explore grounds on own

Location: 2nd Floor

Board Bus to Grunewald

Visit to Train Station Grunewald / Track 17
Location: Am Bahnhof
Grunewald

Board bus back to hotel (optional drop-off in downtown West-Berlin)

Break

Meet to depart for dinner

Dinner

Location: Nolle
Restaurant
(S-Bahnbogen 203,
Georgenstraße 203,
10117)

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Meet to depart for Topography of Terror Location: Hotel Lobby

Depart for Topography of Terror
Location:
Niederkirchnerstraße 8

Location: ToT Seminar
Room

10 Stages of Genocide (brief version);        
;

Holocaust Encyclopedia, "
.

Supplemental:
Jennifer McComas, Monstrous Modernism, 

   God
and the Angels at the Red Sea

   The
conundrum of Amalek
How does the “chosen people” lead to othering?  How is
chosenness viewed within and outside the Jewish
community.

Program Day 6 - Thursday, 29 June (Berlin): Complicity and "Spielraum"

This session considers religious/theological and psychological dynamics of
"othering" as the background for dehumanization, with the construction of
monstrosity as an extreme projection of otherness. We turn to visual
art--specifically to artists who collaborated with the Nazi regime-- for
micro-case studies of the other--and in particular the creation of monsters
whose threat justifies their destruction. As Reinhold Heller put it, "Without
the pejorative Jewish image, the German ideal could not be purposeively
visualized." We will discuss how such artistic examples of creating
legitimacy for genocide stand parallel to examples of religious professionals
who lent their roles and expertise to the construction of
Jews-as-(Monstrous)-Others in ways that laid the groundwork for the
Holocaust agenda of "exterminating" Jews. Or, to look and the process of
othering from a different direction, Hhow might  the act of "othering" and
its extreme form of constucting others as monsters participate in efforts to
avoid identifying with the perpetrators of injustice? Ultimately such themes
invite consideration of contempoary professional dangers in coming seeing
people as The Other.

Stanton,
Genocide Watch document 10 Stages of Genocide

The Role of German Clergy and
Church Leaders"

Monstrous
Bodies: Christian Iconography and Degenerate Art
https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/482510?editor=1

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/101454?lang=bi



12:45 – 1:45pm

2:00-3:00pm

Session 12: Spielraum: Finding Space for Ethical Maneuvering Amid
Constraining Institutional Realities - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

3:00-3:30pm

3:30 -- 

Session Preparation

5:00 AM

5:15 AM

8:10 AM

1:10 PM

2:00 PM

3:00-6:00pm

6:00 PM

6:30pm –

Lunch in Interdisciplinary Small Groups (III)

Location: Beba at
Gropiusbau
(Niederkirchnerstraße
7)

Location: ToT Seminar
Room

New York Times  article 
 12/19/13.

Time to explore exhibits and memorial grounds on own

Free time and dinner on own
***Please do an early hotel checkout before retiring for the evening since
we have an early departure in the morning.***

Pick up breakfast boxes Location: Hotel Lobby

Bus to Airport

Flight to Krakow:
Flight EW 9049 BER/DUSS - 8:10am
Flight EW 9732 DUSS/KRK - 11:25am
Arrival in Krakow 1:10pm

Luggage allowance:  One checked suitcase up to 23kg.  Carry-on limit is 8kg.

Arrival in Krakow

Bus to Hotel Amber Design Residence (store bags)

Location: Świętego
Marka 35, 31-024
Kraków, Poland

Walking tour of Krakow - Maciek Zabierowski

Check in to hotel

Free evening in Krakow

What happens when your understanding of what is right/good differs from
that of the religious organization/institution within which you serve? After
working with Jewish textual examples of "spielraum," we will engage in a
role play. The situation is the ecclesiastical trial of a priest who, led by their
conscience and anti-racist commitments, embarked on a "Eucharistic fast,"
when doing so vioated the requirements of their role and the direction of
their bishop. How can professional religious leaders maintain personal
ethical  commitments when doing so butts up against institutional norms
and role expectations for them as clergy?

"Defrocking  of Minister Widens
Split Over Gays"

The daughters of Zelophehad

Stubborn and Rebellious Son

Program Day 7 - Friday, 30 June (Berlin → Krakow): Travel Day



7:30 PM

7:00-10:30am

Morning

12:00 PM

12:30-1:45pm

Session 13:  Trusting our instincts vs. our Sacred Calling -  Joyce Mercer, Gil
Steinlauf

1:45-2:00pm

2:00-3:30pm

Session 14:  Fear, Trauma and Ethical Leadership - Joyce Mercer, Gil
Steinlauf

3:30-3:45pm

3:45-5:45pm Session 15: Polish History, Memory, and Identity (Lukasz Krzyzanowski)

6:00-7:15pm

7:30-9:30pm Session 16: Reading of Queen

7:00-11:00am

11:45 AM

Shabbat services and shabbat dinner for those who registered

Location: Jewish
Community Center of
Krakow (Miodowa 24,
31-055)

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Free time. Opportunity to attend services.
Lunch on own

Meet at City Hall Tower in the main square
Location: The Main
Square

Location: Historical
Museum of Kraków
(Rynek Główny 35
(Krzysztofory Palace))

   The
Oven of Akhnai

   Moses
and Akiva

Break

Location: Historical
Museum of Kraków
(Rynek Główny 35
(Krzysztofory Palace))

Incident of the Spies in Numbers: 

Break

Location: Historical
Museum of Kraków
(Rynek Główny 35
(Krzysztofory Palace))

Reading: Brian Porter-Szucs, "Poland in the Modern World:
Beyond Martyrdom" excerpt

Dinner
Location: Kawaleria
(Gołębia 4)

Location: Scene Below
the Town Hall (Rynek
Główny 1)

Breakfast at hotel (ends at 10:30am)
Hotel checkout by 11:00am
Opportunity for Sunday services
Free time in Krakow

Meet to board bus Location: Hotel Lobby

Program Day 8 - Saturday, 1 July (Krakow): Introduction to Poland

Program Day 9 - Sunday, 2 July (Krakow/Oswiecim): Auschwitz I

Session Preparation

Session Preparation

In this session, we will explore the tensions that have existed in rabbinic
Juaism between canonical authority and religious leaership as it plays out in
ancient texts.

This session explores ways that fear and trauma impact our spiritual lives
and our religious/ethical leadership. Where is the line between
trauma-informed self-care and leadership, and the adoption of a "victim
script" ?

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/482513?editor=1

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/30935?editor=1

We were like
Grasshoppers



12:00-1:15pm

1:30-3:00pm

3:00 PM

3:30-6:30pm Guided tour of Auschwitz I

6:30 PM

7:30 PM

8:30 PM

Opportunities for Group Reflection: (i) attend faculty-led discussion, (ii)
attend unstructured discussions with fellows, (iii) quiet/silent time with
fellows (sketching, journaling, etc)

Session Preparation

6:00-7:45am

8:00 AM

8:30-12:30pm

1:00 PM

1:15-2:45pm

2:45-7:00pm

Opportunities for Reflection: [Board Bus at 2:45] to  (i) return to visit at
Auschwitz Birkenau; (ii) return to hotel; (iii) time in town; Remain at
Center and (iv)  journal/reflect in conference rooms; (v) join
faculty-moderated conversation and then [Board bus at 3:45] to return to
Auschwitz I or return to hotel

7:00 PM

7:30-9:30pm

Session Preparation

6:00 – 7:45am

8:00 AM

8:15 AM

Bus to Oswiecim; Arrive at Hotel Galicja (store bags)

Location: Generała
Jarosława
Dąbrowskiego 119,
32-600 Oświęcim,
Poland

Lunch
Visiting Auschwitz (Thorsten Wagner) Location: Hotel Galicja

Board bus for Auschwitz I

Board bus for hotel

Dinner Location: Hotel Galicja

Location: Hotel Galicja

Breakfast at hotel

Board bus for Auschwitz-Birkenau

Guided tour of Birkenau

Board bus for Center for Dialogue and Prayer

Lunch at Center for Dialogue and Prayer
Location: Maksymiliana
Kolbego 1

Board bus to hotel (for those at Auschwitz or Birkenau)

Dinner Location: Hotel Galicja

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Check out of hotel (store bags)

Meet in hotel lobby Location: Hotel Lobby

Program Day 10 - Monday, 3 July (Oswiecim): Auschwitz-Birkenau

Program Day 11 - Tuesday, 4 July: Motivations and Self-Awareness



9:00-10:30am Session 17: (Interdisciplinary 2) End-of-Life

10:30-10:45am Break

10:45 – 12:00pm

Session 18: Responding to Evil- Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

12:00

12:30-1:30pm

1:30-2:30pm

2:30-3:00pm

3:00 – 4:30pm

Session 19:  Motivations & Awareness  - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

4:30 PM

4:30-6:00pm

7:15 PM

7:30 PM

Session Preparation

7:00 – 9:00am

9:15 AM

Location: Auschwitz
conference center

NBC Bay Area coverage

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/urgent-request-t
o-keep-jahi-mcmath-8th-grader-alive-after-tonsillectomy/2
046489/

The New Yorker: “What Does it Mean to Die?”
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xC0o-fOE6IA3sxTWz7q3X
6KDZQ08gJrC/view?usp=sharing

Location: Auschwitz
conference center

Susan Nelson, 
 ;  

Board bus

Lunch

Location: Auschwitz
Jewish Center (Plac
Księdza Jana Skarbka 5
32-600 Oświęcim)

Walking tour of town

Introduction and self-guided time at Auschwitz Jewish Center
Location: Pl. Ks. J.
Skarbka 5

Location: AJC       

Board bus

Bus to Krakow, check-in to hotel

Location:  Świętego
Marka 35, 31-024
Kraków, Poland

Depart for dinner

Dinner
Location: Boscaiola
(Szewska 10)

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Meet to depart for Jagiellonian University Location: Hotel Lobby

How do we respond to evil?

Professional ethics is not a one-and-done affair, but instead requires
continual  self-reflection and recommitment. What practices can help to
sustain leaders in the face of ethical complexities? Once religious
professionals become aware of harm and complicity in it, how do we live
with what we know?

"Facing Evil: Evil's Many Faces: Five
Paradigms ofr Understanding Evil" Akiva at the Ruins of
the Temple;            The Sufferings of Love

Mussar  Rule of Life.       Examen (Sleeping with Bread)

Program Day 12 - Wednesday, 5 July (Krakow): Contemporary Ethical Questions



9:45 – 11:15am

Session 20: When Stories Clash: Personal and  Religious Institutional
Values in Tension - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

11:15 -11:30am

11:30 – 1:00pm

Session 21: Whose Story is It Anyway - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

1:00 PM

1:00 PM

Session Preparation

7:00 – 8:15am

8:30 AM

9:00am-11:30am Session 22: (Interdisciplinary 3)

11:45 AM

12:00 – 1:00pm

1:00 PM

1:15-2:15pm Session 23: Wrapping Up

2:15-2:30pm

2:30-3:15pm Session 24: What we carry in our briefcase - Joyce Mercer, Gil Steinlauf

3:15-6:15pm

6:15 PM

6:30 PM

The goal of this session is to explore various ways that our religious
tradition offends our moral sensibilities or the ways that our religious roles
call us to behave in ways that we feel are ethically problematic, and what
we can do about it.

In this class, we will explore the issue of taking ownership of a story that you
might not feel is your story to tell.

Location: Collegium
Novodvorscianum
(Asklepios Room)

Coffee Break

Location: Collegium
Novodvorscianum
(Asklepios Room)

Faculty/staff meeting Location: TBA

Lunch on own
Free afternoon
Dinner on own

Breakfast Location: Hotel

Meet to depart for Collegium Maius, Jagiellonian University Location: Hotel Lobby

Location: Collegium
Maius (Michał
Bobrzyński Room)

Depart for lunch

Lunch in Interdisciplinary Small Groups (IV)
Location: Chimera
(Świętej Anny 3)

Depart for Collegium Maius, Jagiellonian University
Location: Jagiellońska
15

Location: Collegium
Maius (Michał
Bobrzyński Room)

Bring your laptop or other device to be able to submit an
assignment online/through Canvas.

Coffee Break

Location: Collegium
Novodvorscianum
(Asklepios Room)

Free time in Krakow

Meet to depart for dinner Location: Hotel Lobby

Depart for dinner

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/485459?editor=1

Program Day 13 - Thursday, 6 July (Krakow): Looking Back, Looking Forward



7:00 PM

7:00-10:00am

Morning Airline Departures. Hotel checkout by noon. FASPE will provide transport to the airport for those departing
today.

Final Dinner
Location: Hawełka
(Rynek Główny 34)

Breakfast at hotel

Departure Day - Friday, 7 July (Krakow → USA):  (Travel Day)


