
FASPE Medical Schedule 2025
Pre-Travel - Wednesday, 18 June

Join the group WhatsApp chat.

Pre-Program Travel Day - Thursday, 19 June

Fellows in America Depart U.S. to Berlin

Arrival Day - Friday, 20 June

Morning Fellows greeted at airport & placed in taxis to hotel
Location: Melia Berlin 
(Friedrichstraße 103)

Upon Arrival Please look out for FASPE staff (Rebecca, Thorsten, Maya) in the 
lobby, and be sure to complete registration with them upon arrival
Hotel will store luggage if check-in is not yet available

Free time to explore Berlin (maps available at hotel)

3:00-5:00pm Check-in at hotel Location: Hotel lobby

5:30 PM Assemble by small interdisciplinary group Location: Hotel lobby

5:45 PM Depart for dinner

6:00-7:00pm Meet & greet drinks
Location: Hopfingerbräu 
(Ebertstraße 24)

7:00-8:30pm Dinner
Program Day 1 - Saturday, 21 June (Berlin): The Power of Professions & Evaluating Professional Values 

6:30 – 7:45am Breakfast
Location: Melia Berlin 
Friedrichstraße 103

8:00 AM Meet in lobby; assemble in small interdisciplinary groups Location: Hotel lobby

8:30 – 10:00am

Welcome and Introductions (Interdisciplinary) -- David Goldman, 
Thorsten Wagner, Rebecca Scott, Maya Dobler Location: 7 Claire-Waldoff-

Straße 710117 Berlin

10:00-10:15am Coffee break 

10:15-11:30am

Session 1: Getting to know one another --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob 
Truog) - Thorsten
The session will be devoted to getting to know each other and 
defining principles and expectations for engaging with each other 
throughout the course of the trip. Our icebreaker will be "Tell us 
about an activity that puts you in the "flow state," where you lose 
all track of time."

Location: 7 Claire-Waldoff-
Straße 710117 Berlin

11:30-11:45am Coffee Break 

11:45-1:00pm

Session 2: Defining Oneself as a Professional - Competencies & 
Values --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - David
In this session we will discuss what we mean by medical 
professionalism. Does it mean having a particular set of skills and 
knowledge base? Behaving in a certain way? Adhering to an agreed-
upon code? What happens when one's individual values or 
judgment are in conflict with "professionalism." Specifically, what 
happens when one feels the need to transgress conventional 
professional boundaries to help a patient?

Location: 7 Claire-Waldoff-
Straße 710117 Berlin

1:00-2:00pm Lunch with Small Interdisciplinary Groups (I)

2:00-2:45pm
Session 4: Introduction to Contemporary Germany 
(Interdisciplinary) -- Thorsten Wagner

Location: 7 Claire-Waldoff-
Straße 710117 Berlin

2:45-3:00pm Bag drop at hotel, pick up Whisper set



3:00-6:00pm
Walking tour of Berlin (Interdisciplinary) -- Thorsten Wagner
Return whisper sets at end of tour

6:00-7:15pm Break 

7:15 PM Meet in hotel lobby to depart for dinner

7:30 PM Dinner with cohort

Location: 

JOURNALISM COHORT - 
Hummus & Friends 
(Oranienburger Str. 27 
(Thorsten)

CLERGY & RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
COHORT - acht&dreissig 
(Oranienburger Str. 38) (David)

MEDICAL COHORT - Sagrantino 
(Behrenstraße 47) (Rebecca)

Program Day 2 - Sunday, 22 June (Berlin): Professionals in the Early Years of the Third Reich

6:30 – 7:30am Breakfast
Location: Melia Berlin 
Friedrichstraße 103

7:45 – 10:00am

Session 5:   Nazi Ethics (Interdisciplinary) -- Thorsten Wagner
7:45-8:25 - Introduction & viewing of Himmler's 1943 speech at 
Posen
8:25-8:35 - Break/transition time
8:35-9:15 - Breakout discussions by cohort
9:15-9:20 - Return to plenary
9:20-10:00 - Plenary discussion

Location: Hotel conference 
room

10:00-10:15am Break

10:15-11:15am
The Transformation of German Society in the 1930s and the Role 
of the Professionals (Interdisciplinary) - Thorsten Wagner

Location: Hotel conference 
room

11:15-12:00pm Walk to lunch

12:00-1:00pm Lunch

Location: Beba at Gropius Bau 
(Niederkirchnerstraße 7, 10963 
Berlin, Germany)

1:00-2:15pm
Guided introduction to Topography of Terror – Topography of 
Terror Educators

Location: Niederkirchnerstraße 
8, 10963 Berlin, Germany

2:15-2:45pm Time to explore exhibit on own

2:45 – 4:00pm

Session 6: Review of pre-trip assignment --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob 
Truog) - Rebecca
Discussion about how each of us might have responded, were we in 
the shoes of the young physician who was asked to perform an 
examination and complete a form at the command of the clinic 
director. Location: ToT seminar room

4:00-4:15pm Break

4:15-5:30pm
Session 7: The Role of the Professional in Nazi Germany -- 
(Rebecca Scott) Location: ToT seminar room

5:30-7:00pm Free time

6:15 PM Faculty/staff meeting Location: hotel lobby

7:00 PM Meet in Hotel Lobby

7:15 PM Dinner

Location: Amrit Berlin Mitte 
(Oranienburger Str. 45, 10117 
Berlin, Germany)

Program Day 3 - Monday, 23 June (Berlin):  Moral Neutrality & Normalization,  Complicity & Spielraum



10:00 AM Meet in hotel lobby 

10:15-12:00pm
Session 8: Interdisciplinary Session 1 - Topf & Sons  (Moral 
Neutrality)

Location: Reinhardtstraßen--
Höfe conference center, room 
2a

12:00-1:00pm Lunch

1:00-2:30pm

Session 9: Deciding who lives and who dies in a pandemic --- 
(Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - David
Normalization refers to the incremental way in which the morally 
unimaginable can become routinely acceptable. At the beginning of 
the pandemic, there were more patients dying of respiratory failure 
than there were ventilators or ECMO machines to save them. This 
turned traditional medical ethics on its head – physicians were 
instructed to prioritize the welfare of the population above the lives 
of individual patients.

Location: Reinhardtstraßen--
Höfe conference center

2:30-2:45pm Coffee Break

2:45-4:00pm

Session 10: Participation of physicians in capital punishment --- 
(Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - David
Dr. Carlo Musso is a correctional physician who views prisoners on 
death row as analogous to patients with a terminal illness. 
“Condemned inmates are like patients with cancer. I know the cure 
for their cancer. But if I can’t cure them, shouldn’t I at least assure 
they die without suffering?”
 For death row inmates, this means assuring that the lethal injection 
is competently performed by an experienced clinician such as 
himself. He claims his role is to mitigate harm, but does it also make 
him complicit in an unprofessional act?

Location: Reinhardtstraßen--
Höfe conference center

4:00-4:15pm Coffee Break

4:15-5:45pm
Session 11: Ethics and Artistic Representation: Those Who Walk 
Away from Omelas --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - Rebecca

Location: Reinhardtstraßen--
Höfe conference center, room 

5:45pm - Dinner on own in Small Interdisciplinary Groups (II) - fellows only
Location:  Fellows to coordinate 
and find location on their own

7:00 PM Faculty dinner

Program Day 4 - Tuesday, 24 June (Berlin): Site visits by Cohort 

6:30 – 8:15am Breakfast Location: Hotel

MEDICAL

8:30 AM Meet in hotel lobby

9:00-1:00pm Program at Charité 

ALL

1:00pm - Free time, lunch and dinner on own
Program Day 5 - Wednesday,  25 June (Berlin):  Dehumanizing & Othering: Creating Universes of Obligation

6:30 – 7:45am Breakfast Location: Hotel

8:00 AM Meet to depart for Brandenburg Location: Hotel Lobby

8:10 AM Board Bus

8:15-10:15am
Bus to Brandenburg “Euthanasia” Center and Memorial – Context 
will be provided on the bus

10:30 – 11:
45pm

Guided Visit of the Memorial Site and Exhibition (Center 
Educators)

Location: Nicolaipl. 28/30, 14776 
Brandenburg an der Havel

11:45 -12:00pm Self-guided time

12:00 – 1:00pm Lunch
Location: Brandenburg 
Memorial seminar room



1:00 – 2:15pm

Session 12: Oberheuser and Schilling Case --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob 
Truog) - Rebecca
Case Discussion

Location: University for 
Medicine, Nicolaiplatz 19, 
14770; 

2:15-2:30pm Break

2:30 – 4:00pm

Session 13: What Makes a Life Worth Living-and Who Gets to 
Decide? - Medical & Clergy --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog, Leah 
Cohen Tenenbaum, Andrea White) - Thorsten
We will discuss a case in which clergy and physicians both struggle 
with how to counsel a woman whose husband has a critical brain 
injury. What makes a life worth living and who gets to decide? How 
can we reconcile a patient's or family member's religious beliefs 
with standard medical practice? 

Location: University for 
Medicine, Nicolaiplatz 19, 
14770; 

4:15 PM Board bus to return to Berlin

4:30 PM Bus departs for Berlin

4:30-6:30pm Bus to Hotel

7:30 PM Dinner

Location: Nolle Restaurant (S-
Bahnbogen 203, Georgenstraße 
203, 10117)

Program Day 6 - Thursday, 26 June May (Berlin):  Professional Responsibility

6:30-7:30am Breakfast Location: Hotel

7:45 AM Meet in hotel lobby Location: Hotel Lobby

8:00 AM

Board Bus and depart for House of the Wannsee Conference 
(GHWK) visiting memorial installation in the Bavarian Quarter en 
route

9:30-10:45am Introduction & Guided Visit (GHWK educators)
Location: Am Großen Wannsee 
56-58

10:45-11:15am Self-guided time/questions for educators

11:15-12:30pm
Session 14: profession-specific workshops, offered by GHWK 
educators Location: TBA by educator

12:30-2:00pm
Lunch [staggered timing to avoid all three groups going at the 
same time]

2:00-2:30pm Break, time to explore grounds on own

2:30-4:00pm

Session 15: Rules and Responsibility
This interdisciplinary session takes place after we have visited 
places of commemoration of the daily persecution of Jews in 
ordinary Berlin neighborhoods and in the house where the decision 
was made for the industrial killing of millions of European Jews. The 
session will give us the chance to reflect on the question of how we 
would have acted  as the norms and rules around us change and a 
new normal is established. How would we act in an environment 
with rules or expectations we feel increasingly uneasy about? 
Would we have stuck to the rules or would we have found reasons, 
methods, courage and creativity to resist? Location: Seminar building

4:00 PM Board Bus to Grunewald

4:30-5:15pm Visit to Train Station Grunewald / Track 17
Location: Am Bahnhof 
Grunewald

5:15 PM
Board Bus back to Hotel (optional drop-off in downtown West-
Berlin)

5:45pm - Dinner on own and free time

Program Day 7 - Friday, 27 June (Berlin → Krakow): Travel Day

6:30-7:00am Breakfast Location: Hotel Lobby 



7:15 AM

Assemble in lobby with all luggage & pick up lunch boxes

Luggage will be sent to Krakow via van, please load your luggage 
onto the van (be sure to keep with you any items you'd like to have 
during the journey and upon arrival in Krakow, as the luggage may 
arrive a few hours after we do)

ABC group check-in and board bus to train station

8:49am-4:03pm

Train EC59, carriage 267 -- departure 8:49am from Berlin 
Gesundbrunnen station - arrival 4:03pm Krakow Glowny station, 
walk to hotel (~20 min)

4:30 PM Check in to hotel Amber Design Residence
Location: Świętego Marka 35, 
31-024 Kraków, Poland

4:30pm –

Free evening in Krakow
Opportunity to attend services
Dinner on own

Program Day 8 - Saturday, 28 June (Krakow):  Role Morality & Competing Obligations, Obedience and Loyalty

8:00-10:30am Breakfast
Location: Coffee & Wine 
(Szpitalna 34)

Morning Free time. Opportunity to attend services.

10:45 AM Meet in front of hotel Location: Hotel

11:00-12:15pm

Session 17: The Power of a Healing Lie - Medical and Clergy --- 
(Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog, Andrea White, Leah Cohen 
Tenenbaum) - Rebecca
Truthtelling is a foundational principle that applies across all of the 
professions. But is it an absolute principle, or are there justified 
exceptions? Even if certain cultures accept that a lack of 
truthfulness is acceptable in some circumstances, should 
professionals “go along” with the practice, or should they insist on 
upholding their professional obligations?

Location: Historical Museum of 

Kraków, Rynek Główny 35, 31-
011)

12:15 PM Pick up sandwiches and Whisper sets

12:30-3:00pm
Walking tour of Krakow  (Adam Musiał)
Return Whisper sets at conclusion of tour

3:30-5:00pm
Session 16: Polish History, Memory, and Identity (Lukasz 
Krzyzanowski)

Location: Historical Museum of 

Kraków, Rynek Główny 35, 31-
011)

5:00-5:15pm Coffee Break

5:15-6:30pm
Session 18: Obedience and Loyalty --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) 
- Thorsten

Location: Historical Museum of 

Kraków, Rynek Główny 35, 31-
011)

6:45-7:45pm Dinner
Location: Kawaleria (Gołębia 4, 
31-007)

8:00-9:30pm Session 19: Reading of Queen

Location: Collegium Medicum 

(Swiętej Anny 12, Kraków)

9:30 PM Faculty/staff meeting Location: TBA
Program Day 9 - Sunday, 29 June (Krakow/Oswiecim): Auschwitz I

8:00-10:30am

Breakfast at hotel cafe
Hotel checkout by 10:30am, large luggage can be stored at the 
hotel until our return and you can bring a smaller overnight bag if 
you wish. 
Opportunity for Sunday services
Free time in Krakow

Location: Coffee & Wine 
(Szpitalna 34)



10:45 AM
Meet to board bus, have any luggage that you will bring with you 
for the next two nights ready with you Location: In front of hotel

11:00-12:15pm Bus to Oswiecim; Arrive at Hotel Galicja (store bags)

Location: Generała Jarosława 

Dąbrowskiego 119, 32-600 

Oświęcim, Poland

12:30-2:00pm
Lunch
Visiting Auschwitz (Thorsten Wagner) Location: Hotel Galicja

2:00-3:00pm
Visit to villa where Auschwitz commandant Rudolf Höss and his 
family lived, located on the perimeter of the camp

3:00 PM Board bus for Auschwitz I

3:30-6:30pm Guided tour of Auschwitz I

6:30 PM Board bus for hotel

7:30 PM Dinner
Location: Hotel Galicja 
restaurant

8:30 PM

Opportunities for Group Reflection: (i) attend faculty-led 
discussion, (ii) attend unstructured discussions with fellows, (iii) 
quiet/silent time with fellows (sketching, journaling, etc) Location: Hotel Galicja

Program Day 10 - Monday, 30 June (Oswiecim): Auschwitz-Birkenau

7:00-7:45am Breakfast at hotel

8:00 AM Board bus for Auschwitz-Birkenau

8:30-12:30pm Guided tour of Birkenau

1:00 PM Board bus for AJC

1:15-2:45pm Lunch at Auschwitz Jewish Center

Location: Auschwitz Jewish 

Center (Plac Księdza Jana 
Skarbka 5

32-600 Oświęcim)

2:45-7:00pm

Opportunities for Reflection:  (i) Board Bus at 2:45 to return to 
hotel*; (ii) time in town; (iii) Remain at Center and have self-
guided time or (iv)  journal/reflect in conference rooms; (v) join 
faculty-moderated conversation and then [Board bus at 3:45] to 
return to Auschwitz I, Auschwitz Birkenau, or return to hotel (vi) 
walking tour of Oswiecim

*those who return to hotel at 2:45pm and would also like to 
return to visit Auschwitz I or Birkenau should board the bus 
outside the hotel at 4:00pm

7:00 PM Board bus to hotel (for those at Auschwitz or Birkenau)

7:30-9:30pm Dinner
Location: Hotel Galicja outdoor 
pavilion

Program Day 11 - Tuesday, 1 July: Post-Auschwitz

7:00 – 9:15am Breakfast Location: Hotel

9:00 AM Faculty/staff meeting

9:30 AM Store bags on the bus

9:45-10:30am Small Interdisciplinary group check-in/reflection (III)
Location: Hotel Galicja 3rd floor 
conference room



10:45-12:00pm

Session 20 - Walking Away From Auschwitz
Fellows will have the option to choose to attend one of the 
following sessions, each focusing on a different means through 
which people have sought to move forward while grappling with 
the existence of Auschwitz and its implications:
Visual Art:  Visiting the Gerhard Richter Birkenau cycle exhibit 
followed by discussion (Thorsten)
Literature:  Through the examination of a poem and selected 
excerpts of works by Holocaust survivors and scholars, we will 
explore how and whether we can or should make meaning in the 
wake of Auschwitz, and the possibilities and limits of language in 
that process.   (Rebecca)
Spirituality/Religion: How can we make sense of faith and 
existence/relationship to a higher power in the aftermath of the 
camp?  (Leah and Andrea)

12:00 PM Board bus

12:15-1:15pm Lunch at AJC

1:15-2:30pm
Session 21 - My profession and Auschwitz --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob 
Truog) - Rebecca

Location: Cafe Bergson 
(downstairs)

2:30-4:00pm Bus ride back to Krakow

4:15 PM Check back into Amber Design Residence hotel

4:15- Dinner on own, free time
7:00 PM Faculty dinner

Program Day 12 - Wednesday, 2 July (Krakow): Motivations and Self-Awareness /Resistance, Agency, & Tactics

8:00 – 10:00am Breakfast
Location: Coffee & Wine 
(Szpitalna 34)

10:00 AM Meet to depart for day's sessions Location: In front of hotel

10:15-11:45am

Session 22: Conscience and Resistance --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob 
Truog) - Thorsten
The 2022 Dobbs decision and several state laws restricting abortion 
have forced many clinicians to choose between acting for the 
benefit of patients' health (and in accordance with their own 
beliefs) and following the law. Conversely, when and where 
abortion is legal, many clinicians have refused to perform them 
based on their personal beliefs. In this session we will explore these 
conflicts.

Location: International Cultural 

Center Kraków (Rynek Główny 
25
31-008 Kraków)

11:45-12:00pm Coffee Break

12:00– 1:15pm

Session 23: Motivations and Self-Awareness using Literature --- 
(Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - Thorsten
We aspire to be benign and benevolent physicians but, inevitably, 
we all have at some points negative feelings about our patients. 
Reading William Carlos Williams's classice vignette "The Use of 
Force" we explore how a physician can feel such rage towards a 
patient (a child, no less) and how we can manage such emotions 
and remain effective clincians. 

Location: International Cultural 

Center Kraków (Rynek Główny 
25
31-008 Kraków)

1:30-2:30pm Lunch
Location: Chimera (Świętej 
Anny 3)

2:30 – 3:45pm

Session 24: Ethical Issues in Rationing Scarce Resources --- 
(Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - David
We will discuss an actual case involving four babies who need 
ECMO to survive at a time when only three ECMO machines were 
available. How should we decide: who lives, and who dies?

Location: International Cultural 

Center Kraków (Rynek Główny 
25
31-008 Kraków)

3:45 - 4:00pm Coffee Break



4:00-6:00pm Session 25: Interdisciplinary Session 3 - The Case of Jahi McMath

Location: International Cultural 

Center Kraków (Rynek Główny 
25
31-008 Kraków)

6:15 PM Dinner
Location: La Grande Mamma, 
Market Square 26, Kraków)

Program Day 13 - Thursday, 3 July (Krakow): Looking Back, Looking Forward

8:00 – 9:30am Breakfast 
Location: Coffee & Wine 
(Szpitalna 34)

9:45 AM Meet in front of hotel

10:00-11:00am Session 26: Wrapping Up (surveys, etc)

Location: International Cultural 

Center Kraków (Rynek Główny 
25
31-008 Kraków)

11:00-12:15pm Final small interdisciplinary group meetings (IV)

Location: Find location on own 
(in classroom, on the Planty, on 
the square, etc.)

12:15-12:30pm Break, transition back to seminar rooms

12:30-1:30pm Session 27: Final session --- (Suzanne Koven, Bob Truog) - Thorsten

Location: International Cultural 

Center Kraków (Rynek Główny 
25
31-008 Kraków)

1:30-7:00pm Free time in Krakow

7:00 PM
Depart for dinner (we will take photos on the square on the way, 
weather permitting)

7:30 PM Final Dinner

Location: Miód i Wino (ul. 

Sławkowska 32, Kraków)

Departure Day - Friday, 4 July (Krakow → USA):  (Travel Day)

8:00-11:00am Breakfast 

11:00 AM Hotel checkout

Morning Airline Departures. Hotel checkout by noon. FASPE will provide group transport to the airport for those 
departing today.
Post-Program

Join the Alumni Portal

Add your photos to our shared google album

Complete the Capstone Project (due Sept 15; see Canvas for details).


